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mediately begin his batteries and trenches before
their faces; and if there was any place possible to
be attacked, he would fall to storming immediately.
By this resolute way of coming on, he carried many
a town in the first heat of his men, which would
have held out many days against a more regular
siege.
This march of the king broke all Tilly's measures,
for now he was obliged to face about, and leaving
the Upper Palatinate, to come to the assistance of
the duke of Bavaria; for the king being twenty
thousand strong, besides ten thousand foot and four
thousand horse and dragoons which joined him from
the Duringer Wald, was resolved to ruin the duke,
who lay now open to him, and was the most power-
ful and inveterate enemy of the protestants in the
empire.
Tilly was now joined with the duke of Bavaria,
and might together make about twenty-two thou-
sand men; and in order to keep the Swedes out of
the country of Bavaria, had planted themselves
along the banks of the river Lech, which runs on
the edge of the duke's territories; and having
fortified the other side of the river, and planted his
cannon for several miles, at all the convenient
places on the river, resolved to dispute the king's
passage.
I shall be the longer in relating this account of
the Lech, being esteemed in those days as great an
action as any battle or siege of that age, and par-
ticularly famous for the disaster of the gallant old
general Tilly; and for that I can be more particu-
lar in it than other accounts, having been an eye-
witness to every part of it.
The king being truly informed of the disposition
of the Bavarian army, was once of the mind to have
left the banks of the Lech, have repassed the

